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Sohrab Uduman

CASSANDRA
Voice and tape

Agamemnon returns victorious from the Trojan wars. He brings back with him
Cassandra, daughter of Priam, as his trophy. She, cursed by the gift of prophesy given
to her by the God Apollo, foretells the fall of the House of Atreus.

Notes for performance.

Staging - Bare stage. Cassandra should be dressed in a simple costume, single colour
or crude patterned material. General look should be restrained 'punk,' hair should look
wild. The costume and look should not be based on the 'regalia’ described by

Aeschylus* (ie: not an 'authentic' Mediterranean princess look) nor should it be
'peasant-like’

Lighting - Blue spot or general, upstage slightly stage left
Red spot, downstage, centre
Red general
White general

Sound reinforcement- In order to balance the voice with the high levels on the tape-part
and to blend the voice with tape material the voice should be amplified with some
artificial reverberation added to it.

amplification: via a radio microphone, good quality
tie-clip microphone or well concealed unidirectional
microphone.

reverberation: a small but noticeable amount, patched so that it is independent
of the level of untreated, amplified-voice signal.

Tape playback - ideally, a multispeaker system through which the tape can be
"diffused.” The system must have speakers which can respond well to low frequencies.

Voice - phonetic symbols used

' 3.
11 asin 'key'
3% asin 'cur,
A asin 'putt'
alas in 'car’
€1 as in 'bay'
28 as in 'pat’
v Gizs 4 '
di as in 'core
9 as in 'about','upper’

h asin ‘hat'

as in 'ship'(sh)
P asin 'pea’
S asin 'sip’
0 as in 'this'(th)
K as in 'cap’

*) In Robert Fagles' translation of the Orsteia Cassandra is described as being
"...dressed in the sacred regalia, the fillets, robes and sceptre of Apollo."
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